
Name That 
Adaptation
Background: Organisms possess adaptations that help them survive and 
reproduce in their environment.  Adaptations help animals do this in several 
ways.  Organisms possess adaptations that help them obtain food, such as a 
hummingbirdôs needle-size beak, which enables it to drink nectar from a þ ower.  
Organisms also have adaptations that help protect them from predators, such 
as the tan fur of a deer, which enables it to blend in, or camouþ age, with its 
environment.  Organisms also have adaptations to help them compete for resources 
with other organisms.  Competition can occur between the same kind of animals or 
different types of animals.  Living things possess adaptations that help them survive 
in changing climates.  An example is when birds migrate to a warmer climate when 
temperatures start to get cold.  Most animals possess adaptations that help with all 
of the activities discussed.  

Activity: There are six drawings of organisms on the next page.  For each drawing, 
answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper.  

Armadillo
A. Armadillos have two important adaptations: bony skin and sharp claws.  
B. Their armor-like skin protects them during attacks from other animals.  
They also have sharp claws, which they use for digging.  They dig to ý nd 
food, build a home, and escape from predators.  
C. Their armor-like skin is an adaptation for protection from predators.  Their 
claws are adaptations for obtaining food and protecting themselves from 
predators.  

*Remember, organisms can have many adaptations, so identify as many as 
possible.  See the example below.

A. List some of the adaptations the animal possesses.
B. Write at least one sentence about how each adaptation helps the 
animal survive.  
C. For each adaptation, identify whether it helps the organism obtain food, 
protect itself from predators, adjust to climate, or compete for resources.  
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